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Giving: Green Paper Consultation
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Background
On 29 December 2010 the Cabinet Office Minister Francis Maude launched the Green Paper on Giving. As part of their agenda to fulfil the Big Society ambition the coalition government is introducing some changes in order to encourage giving in general. Giving as outlined in the Green Paper approach encompasses: money, time, assets, knowledge and skills. The government is looking to stimulate these aspects so as to achieve optimum business, community and individual potential for giving.

The Giving Green Paper was published in December 2010 together with an invitation for comments from the public, charities and business. The deadline for response is 9 March. One East Midlands would like to respond to this consultation representing views from the sector. The consultation questions are included at the end of this document. We would be most obliged to hear your views and comments on these matters either in general or in response to the specific questions.

VCS Relevance
One of the expectations of the reforms is to vitalise resources to charities, community groups and social enterprises. In this Green Paper the government announces the Community First programme. This will consist of £30m for grants to small organisations and £50m of match funding for local endowments over the next four years.  Community First will seek to encourage the giving of time, money, goods, services and facilities for wider community benefit by matching these donations with money. 

In this document the government announces a Volunteering Match Fund worth up to £10m a year that will match private donations to volunteering projects. It will also set up an England-wide Volunteering Infrastructure programme worth £42.5m over four years that will provide brokerage as well as frontline support to volunteers and the organisations that manage them.
The government wants to catalyse a culture shift towards a more giving society. There are five elements that are identified in the Green Paper with the intention of building social action by changing social norms:

· Opportunities – the government wants to hear from charities and other organisations about the opportunities and barriers to growing online donation platforms. It also want s to hear more ideas about cost free giving such as search engine Everyclick, and online and mobile giving methods.

· Information - charities are asked to improve their social impact reporting to help defuse public uncertainty about their effectiveness.

· Visibility – the government wants to bring social media developers with charities, community groups and social enterprises to explore how to harness the power of social media to enable giving.

· Exchange – the Green Paper calls for a discussion about peer to peer financing to connect sponsors to those seeking funds and about the best approaches to time banking.

· Support – in this section the government recognises more needs to support small informal volunteer run groups and associations and the role of big charities in fostering the growth of social action. This is also linked to people at risk of social exclusion and the unlikelihood of volunteering. As part of this the Community First programme and a new cadre of 5000 community organisers was announced. 

The Green Paper resonates with Big Society principles and the Localism agenda. The government believes and asserts that social action has to be built from the bottom up with individuals and communities influencing decisions about causes around them.

The Green paper also mentions the various ways in which the government wants to support the expansion of charities, community groups and social enterprises:

· CRB checks – will be reviewed to achieve a balance between safety and common sense.

· Red Tape – task force will be set up to reduce regulatory burdens on charities.

· Unused or underutilised spaces in government estate will be opened to charities, community and social groups

· Tax giving – there will be a review of the relationship between financial incentives and giving.
· The government is interested in new approaches to funding for example; venture philanthropy where the investor not only provides capital but expertise and close performance monitoring too

The government wants to hear your views about these proposals and other measures that will enhance the role of the VCS sector in 
contributing to growing the Big Society. This is an opportunity for the sector to articulate what it feels its role should or could be.
Consultation questions and response template.

The consultation questions relate to various sectors. We publicise in this document questions that are relevant to and directed to the VCS sector: 

	Great Opportunities

	Question 1: we would like to hear about ideas for cost free giving (such as every click) and whether there are ways government can facilitate this. 

	

	Question 2: the government would like to hear from you about the opportunities and barriers to growing online donation platforms in the future. 

	

	Question 3:  we want to hear how internet volunteering sites like slivers.com can help people to donate time in non traditional ways. In particular we want to know where they can help people that otherwise might not be able to donate their time at all and whether government can do more to help those groups participate. 

	

	Question 4:  We are interested to hear your ideas on how government can ensure that giving is inclusive to all. 

	

	Information

	Question 5: Information: We want to hear from charities about how they can do more to improve their social impact reporting, particularly from smaller organisations that have less resources, and whether there is a role for government in facilitating their work on this. 

	

	Visibility

	Question 6: the government wants to bring together social media experts and developers with charities, community groups and social enterprises to explore how to harness the power of social media to enable giving and are seeking views on how they might facilitate that or contribute to an event organised by others. 

	

	Question 7: the government would like to seek views on how they can honour giving more broadly, for instance: thank you letters from Ministers; national day to celebrate donors; a televised weekly ‘thank you’ to national lottery winners who have donated; or other innovative approaches 

	

	Question 8: the government welcomes views on the benefits and drawbacks to expanding the philanthropy ambassadors programme

	

	Question 9: the government can play a role in creating the choice architecture and entrenching norms for giving, and invites views on whether they should be looking to establish social norms around the giving of time and money and what those social norms should be. 

	


	Exchange

	Question 10: the government wants to kick-start a discussion about expanding peer to peer financing and welcome views on the role of the government in doing so. 

	

	Question 11: the government wants to scale up time banking approaches and invite views on which models are most effective, the barriers to scaling them up and the appropriate role of government in doing so.

	

	Support

	Question 12:  the government welcomes views on foundation giving

	

	Question 13: the government would like to hear your views on what government can do more generally to support an increase in giving of time and money

	


· The full set of questions can be found within the Green Paper (link at bottom of this document) for those who are interested. These are the ones that we felt were most targeted towards the Voluntary and Community Sector.  

Future Developments

· The government will be running events on these questions for people to feed in their views – we will publicise the dates and locations when details are made available. 

· The Government is also offering speakers and venues to charities and community groups to hold their own events about this – we will advise about this when details are made available. 
The deadline for sending responses to Government is 9 March 2011. We would be glad to receive your response by 18 February to allow us ample time to collate your input with responses from other individuals and organisations. Please email your responses to: 
office@one-em.org.uk 
One East Midlands
One East Midlands is a regional voluntary and community sector infrastructure organisations for the East Midlands.  We work to ensure that the voluntary and community sector is actively engaged with key regional bodies and other partners, from across the public, statutory, business and social enterprise sectors. We bring together organisations that support voluntary and community groups across the region to influence and shape policy, improve services and provide a point of contact at a regional level.
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The Giving Green Paper can be viewed at: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/giving-green-paper
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